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after the usual delays, they took the offensive, driving the French
army of Italy southwards from the Apennines to the Genoese
riviera. The capture of Vado with its fine anchorage opened a door
to British amphibious operations on the enemy's flank.

The opportunity could not be taken because the reinforcements
originally intended for Corsica had been deflected to La Vendee and
the West Indies. Even without them the Navy might have seriously
interfered with die French army's communications along the
vulnerable Cornichc Road. But Lord Hotham was incapable of
initiative. In June he failed for the second time to destroy the
Toulon fleet in a " miserable action " off the isles of Hyeres. It
is true that he sent Captain Nelson to Vado Bay to co-operate with
Devins, the aged Austrian commander. But the force detached for
the purpose was so weak that even Nelson's restless zeal could not
make it effective. The latter at first was full of hope, expecting to
see the Austrians in Nice by the autumn. But by September he
was convinced that the only object of his allies was to touch another
four millions of English money.

The opportunity of destroying the French army of Italy passed.
Ragged and ill-disciplined though it was, it was not of the stuff
that yields to a supine foe. In the autumn it received strong rein-
forcements from the Spanish frontier. Before the winter a plan of
General Bonaparte's, now working in the Topographical Bureau
of the Committee of Public Safety, was applied with startling
results. On November 23rd General Scherer surprised the Imperial
troops at Loano and drove them back beyond the Apennines.

But by a strange irony the failure of the campaign on which
Austria had built her-hopes for 1795 was offset by success in a
theatre where she looked for none and had done her best to avoid
fighting at all. On September yth Jourdan and Pichegru with two
French armies had crossed the Rhine to carry the war into Germany.
The Jacobins anticipated that their offensive would complete the
break-up of the ramshackle Reich, begun by the defection of
Prussia in the spring. By an advance on Vienna down the Danube
the French hegemony of Europe, so nearly achieved in 1704. under
the Lilies, would be completed under the Tricolour in 1796. And
this time, since the British had been driven from the Continent,
there could be no Blenheim to save the Hapsburgs at die eleventh
hour.